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tainebleau, M. de Courtenay, La Vauguyon drew his sword, and
compelled the other to draw also, although there had never been
the slightest quarrel between them. They were soon separated
and La Vauguyon immediately fled to the King, who was just
then in his private closet, where nobody ever entered unless
expressly summoned. But La Vauguyon turned the key, and,
in spite of the usher on guard, forced his way in. The King in
great emotion asked him what was the matter. La Vauguyon
on his knees said he had been insulted by M. de Courtenay
and demanded pardon for having drawn his sword in the palace.
His Majesty,promising to examine the matter,with great trouble
got rid of La Vauguyon. As nothing could be made of it, M.
de Courtenay declaring he had been insulted by La Vauguyon
and forced to draw his sword, and the other telling the same
tale, both were sent to the Bastille. After a short imprison-
ment they were released, and appeared at the Court as usual.

Another adventure, which succeeded this, threw some light
upon the  state of affairs.    Going to Versailles, one day, La
Vauguyon met a groom of the Prince de Conde leading a sad-
dled horse: he stopped the man, descended from his coach,
asked whom, the horse belonged to, said that the Prince would
not object to his riding it, and leaping upon the animal's back,
galloped off.    The groom, all amazed, followed him.    La Vau-
guyon rode on until he reached,the Bastille, descended there,
gave a gratuity to the man, and dismissed him :  he then went
straight to the governor of the prison, said he had had the mis-
fortune to displease the King, and begged to be confined there.
The governor, having no orders to do so, refused, and sent off
an express for instructions how to act.    In reply he was told
not to receive La Vauguyon, whom at last, after great difficulty,
he prevailed upon to go away.    This occurrence made great
noise.    Yet even afterwards the King continued to receive La
Vauguyon at the Court, and to affect to treat him well, although
everybody else avoided him and was afraid of him.    His poor
wife became so affected by these public derangements, that she
retired from Paris, and shortly afterwards died.    This com-
pleted her husband's madness; he survived her only a month,